			Meeting notes from 6-9-2026







			Not able to join us for the Marion Merchants meetings? Here’s notes from our meeting to keep you in the loop!

June 9th, 2026

Marion Merchants Meeting Notes

Attendees:
    In person:

Megan  Jones – Economic development and Bill and Essies, Samantha Boisvert - Primerica, Jay Christensen - Christensen Real Estate, Margaret Wilson - Pride, Randy  Collett – CB Baked Goods, Tammy Ensey – Historic Elgin Hotel, Janet  Marler – Marion City Library, Alecia Stuchlik – Marion Historical Museum, Gene Winkler - G&J Vide and Kiwanis
   Online: Jo Baskerville - Marion Merchants Administrative Assistant




Business Update:





Economic Development
 I have Art in the Park applications for vendors coming in regularly. I did just send a mass email Monday to everyone who came as vendors in 2025 and hadn’t turned in an application. It was just to remind them we haven’t heard from them and we are open and accepting vendors. A good number of them have already responded. We are working on live music for this year as well. We will set up four stages with different acts scheduled throughout the weekend. The hope is this will bring in more traffic as it offers more entertainment and things to do. My next step is hitting up businesses for sponsorships for stages to help pay for the entertainment.
Rhinos are under way! Marion National Bank rhinos are painted and just need a clear coat. We are working a little every week on this. I am proud of the kids as they are doing well getting things done. We just need some time with no rain to move a little faster.

The Kansas Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference in Courtland June 24th – 26th. I just booked my accommodation and if anyone wants to go I highly recommend it. I attended the Networked Kansas Conference in Wichita and that was very insightful.
 
Bill and Essies
We are rocking and rolling with more of the same old same old.

Primerica
I would like to do some one-on-one networking and build some relationships. If anyone is open for coffee, I’m down. I will have a 5-year-old but it’s ok as he is well behaved.

Historic Elgin Hotel
The Country Lakes Building collapsed on the back side into the alley.
Jennifer and I are going to our first bridal show at the end of July at the Wichita Expo to represent Marion for the first time!

Parlour 1886
June 20th  will be Jazz Night.

Christensen Real Estate
No Update

CB Baked Goods
No Update

Margaret -Farmers Market

We went to Western Associates and they are going to be revamping the Farmer’s Market banner. They gave a good price and I hope to have it by tomorrow night. Weather may cause a cancelation. The banner was funded by PRIDE but I did get information on a new grant that we could maybe use to replace the water fountain. I’m not good at writing a grant but I will be looking for help with this. The grant is due Monday so it looks like we may have to wait till next round to submit it. It might even be practical to just add a new fountain to the bathroom building instead of fixing the older one so this is something to look at when reviewing the options.
 
Historic Marion Museum
We printed 150 passports, but Heston was able to get more printed for 1$ each instead of 3$ each. Florence had a great turnout this weekend at their museum! The new art exhibit is up, and 25 people came in just to vote for the art. There is one more week to vote on art and then top 5 art pieces will be turned into stickers.
The 250th exhibit is up and the memorial wall is being worked on. If you have obituary for someone to add to the wall, please bring it in.
We did the scavenger hunt for Chingawassa days with teams of up to 5 people and it was fun. There were 3 prizes given out.
To review, the city pays for the building and payroll but all the programs that we put on are paid for through the donations made to the museum. We did get a grant last December to catalog artifacts so I will be working on getting pictures of everything and getting them all cataloged. Then I want to get it all online so people can see what we have to offer.

Kiwanis
We received a grant that allowed us to purchase a couple of new tents. We were able to get one put up this last weekend and it worked great. Everything seemed to go well with it.  Unfortunately, we only made 267 dollars this year at the breakfast feed so we may not do that next year. We are discussing options such as having Key Club take over or maybe someone else can do biscuits and gravy. Last year we made 500 dollars, which wasn’t much as it is.
We will be applying for the same grant again to help out with other things.
Also, the tent we got is one we will rent for 700 dollars  and we will do set up and tear down anywhere in the county. There would need to be a 40x60 foot area for the tent with stakes included in order to have room to set it up.

Library
Summer reading starts on Monday. The theme this year is dinosaurs. We will be doing 3 story time sessions this year.  
Next Monday is the egg drop and we are hoping to use city bucket truck. The other idea was the elevator, but we want to have a backup plan. Either way it will be fun.
 Tomorrow afternoon is a cooking class with some kids. We will be making a cake in a coffee cup. In a week we will do an event called “Stuff the Dino” which is like build a bear but with the dinosaurs.

Children theatre
Everything is going well so far. We had our first rehearsal and ran through act 1 and everyone did well. The play is Peter Pan and it will run July 17th and 18th.  The 17th will be in the evening and then we will have the Matinee performance on the 18th at the PAC at the high school. We have a lot of new faces to the program this year.

Opportunities
· After  July 4th we will talk about Holly Jolly and Falloween. I did get contacted  by Tanganyika about the camels asking if we are interested in getting them for the event again this year. I did tell them we will be working on that later on  and that we may contact them again in August to discuss it. Margaret saw a camel place close to Marion that we can also look at and get more information on.  
· This year there were about 2900 people at Chingawassa. This was one of the best turn outs in a while.  
· If you haven’t gone by, you need to check out Em’s Sprouts and Stems. She has a Bloom Bar where you can build your own bouqet that is pretty neat. There was a great turnout for ribbon cutting as well. Another thing to note is that she has lots of gift ideas which is something Marion can use.









