			Meeting notes from 7-14-2026







			Not able to join us for the Marion Merchants meetings? Here’s notes from our meeting to keep you in the loop!
July 14th, 2026

Marion Merchants Meeting Notes

Attendees:
    In person:

Megan  Jones – Economic development and Bill and Essies, Jay Christensen - Christensen Real Estate,  Randy  Collett – CB Baked Goods, Carol Laue - Marion City Library, Janet  Marler – Marion City Library, Margo Yates, Brad  Bartel - MEDI
   Online: Jo Baskerville - Marion Merchants Administrative Assistant




Business Update:




Marion Library
We are wrapping up story time for the different age groups.  Friday is last day for the summer reading program, and we are handing out prizes.  We also did rocket launches a week ago on Monday with K-State extension office. It was fun and we learned a lot.  Doug and Jan dressed as dinos when we did our Science Heroes program, and we had a great crowd. Last week we showed the movie Goat and this week we will be showing the movie Bad Guys 2. We are wrapping up the summer events as school will be starting soon.
New windows are going in and we hope to be done by the end of the week.
We are very excited by the fact that the Marion Community Foundation gave us a grant that we are able to use to get adventure passes. The adventure passes are for patrons in good standing. Patrons are able to check out the passes to go to places like Tanganyika, Exploration place, The Field Station, the Cosmosphere and the Sedgwick County Zoo. It is for multiple people in the same household and can be used for one day. There are some rules to the passes but it is a good way to have a fun trip with the kids.

CB Baked Goods
There is not much to report. We are still working on having it only open on Friday but if you see her in there and knock on the window, she will let you in. Only being open on Friday is really working out well.

Christensen Real Estate
 No update on the real estate front.

MEDI
It is business appreciation month. To celebrate we made cookie deliveries to as many businesses as we could. We did decide to reach out to government related entities on a separate date. We had 88 dozen cookies delivered to 90+ businesses.
We have had some discussions to mainstream a business in one of the empty buildings. We can’t say much yet but there are discussions.
Eberhart grant applications due in August so make sure people are talking and submitting their forms.

Margo Yates
I wanted to talk about the building that collapsed. We need to get it cleaned up but that is hard when the owners don’t answer the phone. Maybe we can sell the limestones to help fund the cleanup.

Economic Development
I will be going to the Keys Conference in August and the Tiak conference in October.
Big Kansas road trip wants Marion or Marion County to be a May stop. What we would need to do is get an itinerary for one or possibly 2 days as they encourage overnight visits. This is a tourist trip so we would want events and things to do for Tourists. They need a response soon or they will move on to someone else so we need to decide if this is something we can do.
I am actively working on applying for us to be the CEC host community. We are also actively working on Art in the Park.
This weekend is children’s theater! The show is on Friday at 6pm and Saturday at 2pm.
Rhinos are being painted every day so stop and tell these kids good job if you see them.
State Fair has an all-day Kansas barn where they can give us a time slot to advertise our community. Margo used to do it but set up was right after art in the park. It is about 1500 dollars then to have an independent booth, and Margo wasn’t sure it was worth that money. However, if we could go through Kansa tourism, share the booth, and cut the cost it could help make it worth it.


Opportunities
· Megan created a new Facebook page for Art in the Park rather than just an event. Maybe we could do the same thing for Holly Jolly and Falloween. This would create a permanent home for the events and could be a page created under Marion or under the Merchant page. Let’s think about it and talk about it when there are more of us at the meeting.




Next meeting is July 29th at 9 am.









